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Ocean Genome Legacy

The Oceans contain a universe of strange,
remarkable and beautiful creatures. Hidden in
this biodiversity is a vast wealth of undiscov-
ered knowledge; a legacy of genomic infor-
mation that can help cure disease, improve
the sustainability of global food and energy
supplies and protect the environment.
Unfortunately, pollution, habitat destruction
and over-exploitation are rapidly depleting this
precious resource, even before its beauty and
value can be fully explored.

The Ocean Genome Legacy (OGL) is taking a
new approach toward exploring and protect-
ing the the biological heritage of the sea.  The
mission of OGL is to collect, study, describe
and preserve genomic materials from marine
organisms and to make these materials wide-
ly available for scientific research. By doing
this, OGL supports research critical to
species conservation, environmental protec-
tion and betterment of the human condition.
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OGL’s Mission

• TToo ccrreeaattee aa ppeerrmmaanneenntt ppuubblliicc aarrcchhiivvee ooff ggeennoommiicc
mmaatteerriiaallss ffoorr pprreesseerrvvaattiioonn aanndd rreesseeaarrcchh.. 

•• TToo ppeeffoorrmm bbaassiicc rreesseeaarrcchh eexxpplloorriinngg mmaarriinnee ddiivveerr--
ssiittyy aanndd ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn.. 

•• TToo pprroommoottee ppuubblliicc aawwaarreenneessss aanndd aaccttiioonn ttoo pprroo--
tteecctt tthhee pprreecciioouuss bbiioorreessoouurrcceess ooff tthhee sseeaa..

The Ocean Genome
Resource

To accomplish its mission, OGL is building
the Ocean Genome Resource, the nation’s
first marine-dedicated public genome bank.
The Ocean Genome Resource is a central
public repository for genomic materials,
including tissue, DNA, RNA, DNA libraries
and amplified DNA products exactingly pre-
pared from expertly identified and document-
ed specimens. The genomic materials are
DNA-barcoded (by sequencing diagnostic
genes), referenced to museum (voucher)
specimens and maintained under optimal
conditions for long-term preservation in OGL’s
secure state-of-the-art storage facility. Finally,
detailed data describing each specimen are
made available in a public on-line database.
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Specimens and materials may be deposited
to, or requested from, the Ocean Genome
Resource by any researcher. There is no
charge for depositing materials and request-
ed materials are provided at cost. OGL oper-
ates under a policy of fair and ethical trade
and use (described in detail on the OGL
website www.oglf.org) in keeping with princi-
ples established by the Convention on
Biological Diversity (Rio Earth Summit,1992).
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OGL is a member of:

TThhee IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall SSoocciieettyy ffoorr BBiioollooggiiccaall
aanndd EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall
RReeppoossiittoorriieess

TThhee CCoonnssoorrttiiuumm ffoorr
tthhee BBaarrccooddee ooff LLiiffee

And is sponsored inpart by:

NNeeww EEnnggllaanndd BBiioollaabbss

TThhee NNaattiioonnaall SScciieennccee FFoouunnddaattiioonn

For more information or to find out how
you can help support OGL, visit our
website at wwwwww..ooggllff..oorrgg or contact us
at:

TThhee OOcceeaann GGeennoommee LLeeggaaccyy
FFoouunnddaattiioonn 

224400 CCoouunnttyy RRooaadd,, IIppsswwiicchh,,
MMAA 0011993388

iinnffoo@@ooggllff..oorrgg
997788--338800--77442255



Credits

Design;

Mycoff Advertising and Design
www.mycoff.com

Photos:

O.R. Anderson; starcentral.mbl.edu 
Massimo Boyer; www.edge-of-reef.com
Roberto Sozzani; www.robertosozzani.it
NOAA; www.photolib.noaa.gov
Edward F. Delong (MIT)
D.L. Distel (OGL)

O C E A N
GENOME
LEGACY

OC E AN
GENOME
LEGACY

D.  Distel

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 997788--338800--77442255
EEmmaaiill:: iinnffoo@@ooggllff..oorrgg
UURRLL:: wwwwww..ooggllff..oorrgg
OOcceeaann GGeennoommee LLeeggaaccyy FFoouunnddaattiioonn 
224400 CCoouunnttyy RRooaadd,, IIppsswwiicchh,, MMAA 0011993388 


